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SUMMARY: From a national cohort of 8,806 children examined at 
ages seven, 11 and 16 years (National Child Development Study), 
data on asthma or wheezing illness (AW) were analyzed to describe 
its natural history in childhood and its risk factors. Factors 
found to predict the subsequent onset of asthma included male sex 
of child, mother's age at the child's birth, pneumonia, whooping 
cough, tonsillectomy/adfenoidectomy, allergic rhinitis, eczema and 
periodic abdominal pain/vomiting attacks. A wide range of perinatal 
factors, including feeding practices, and social and family factors 
were shown to have no effect on natural history. 
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